Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. §1.111 Docket No. Q79273 

U.S. ApplnNo. 10/750,858 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) A discharge bulb, comprising: 

an arc tube fixedly positioned and forwardly elongating from an insulating base 
positioned behind said arc tube^ the arc tube comprising: a ceramic, straight, and cylindrical 
light emitting tube positioned in said arc tube, oaid light omitting tub e having sealed end portions 
to form an enclosed space therein; and electrodes opposingly disposed in said light emitting tube 
whoro^ wherein said enclosed space is filled with a light emitting substance and a starting rare 
gas; and wh e r e in 

a strip-shaped first light blocking portion is disposed en-aLa first portion of said are light 
emitting tube that corresponds to at least a rear one of the sealed end portions of said light 
emitting tube, 

wherein said first light blocking portion extending extends, in a circumfere n tial direction, 
over at least a predetermin e d range from an upper side in a circumferential dir e ction to both 
lateral sides of said light emitting tube. 
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2. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb according to claim 1, further comprising^ a 
second light blocking portion position e d on disposed at a second portion of said light emitting 
tube that corresponds to a front one of the sealed end portions of said light emitting tube, 

wherein a ad-said second light blocking portion extends , in the circumferential direction, 
over at least a predetermin e d range, from a lower side in th e circumf e r e ntial dir e ction to both of 
said lateral sides of said light emitting tube. 

3. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim 2, wherein said second light 
blocking portion is form e d in has a pred e t e rmin e d width , in an axial direction of the light 
emitting tube, from the second position at least corresponding to a width, in the axial direction, 
of said front sealed end p ortion of said light emitting tub e, up to a maximum width substantially 
at a tip e nd of corr e sponding one of said e l e ctrod e s . 

4. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim 1, wherein said first light blocking 
portion is form e d in has a predetermin e d widt h, in an axial direction of the light emitting tube, 
from the first position at least corresponding to a width, in the axial direction, of said rear sealed 
end p ortion of said light emitting tub e, up to a maximum width substantially at a tip e nd of 
corr e sponding on e of said e lectrodes . 
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5. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim 1 5 wherein said first light blocking 
portion on a r e ar e nd sid e of at l e ast on e of said arc tub e and said glass shroud extends in the 
circumferential directio n on both the lateral sides of said light emitting tube to positions that 
horizontally coincide in level with an ajowermost position of said rear end sealed portion of said 
light emitting tube. 

6. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim + 2, wherein said second light 
blocking portion on a front e nd sid e of at least one of said arc tube and said glass shroud extends 
in the circumferential directio n on both the lateral sides of said light emitting tube to positions 
that horizontally coincide in level with a upp e rrmo st -an uppermost position of said front end 
sealed portion of said light emitting tube. 

7. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim 1 , wherein said first light blocking 
portion is disposed in the circumferential direction over a whole circumference of at l e ast on e of 
said light emitting tube arc tub e and said glass shroud . 

8. (Currently Amended) A discharge bulb, comprising: 

an arc tube is-fixedly positioned so as to e longate and forwardlv elongating from an 
insulating base positioned behind said arc tube r, the arc tube comprising: a ceramic, straight, and 
cylindrical light emitting tube positioned in said arc tube and having sealed end portions to form 
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an enclosed space therein; and electrodes opposingly disposed in said light emitting tube, 
wherein said enclosed space is filled with a light emitting substance and a starting rare gas; and 

an ultraviolet-ray blocking glass shroud surrounding said light emitting tube-and 
position e d around said arc tub e , ; and 

whoroin, in at l e ast on e of said arc tube and said glass shroud, 

a strip-shaped first light blocking portion disposed at a first portion of said light emitting 
tube that corresponds is positioned corr e sponding to at least a rear one of the e nd-sealed portion 
end portions among front and r e ar ond seal e d portions of said light emitting tube, 

wherein said first light blocking portion ext e nding extends, in a circumferential direction, 
over at least a range from an upper side in a circumferential dir e ction to both lateral sides of said 
light emitting tube . 

9. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb according to claim 3> 8, further comprising^ a 
second light blocking portion position e d corresponding to said disposed at a second portion of 
said light emitting tube that corresponds to a front one of said e nd-sealed end portions p ortion-of 
said light emitting tube, in at least one of said arc tub e and said glass shroud, 

wherein said second light blocking portion extends , in the circumferential direction, over 
at least a predetermin e d range from a lower side in the circumfer e ntial dir e ction to both of said 
lateral sides of said light emitting tube . 
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10. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim 9, wherein said second light 
blocking portion is formed in has a prodotorminod width , in an axial direction of the light 
emitting tube, from th e second position at least corresponding to a width, in the axial direction, 
of said front sealed end p ortion of said light emitting tub e, up to a maximum width substantially 
at a tip end of corresponding on e of said electrod e s . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim 8, wherein said first light blocking 
portion is formed in has a pred e t e rmin e d width , in an axial direction of the light emitting tube, 
from the first position at least corresponding to a width, in the axial direction, of said rear sealed 
end p ortion of said light emitting tube , up to a maximum width substantially at a tip e nd of 
corr e sponding on e of said electrodes . 

12. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim 8, wherein said first light blocking 
portion on a r e ar e nd side of at least on e of said arc tub e and said glass shroud extends in the 
circumferential directio n on both the lateral sides of said light emitting tube to positions that 
horizontally coincide in level with an ajowermost position of said rear end sealed portion of said 
light emitting tube. 

13. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim £ 9, wherein said second light 

blocking portion on a front end side of at least one of said arc tube and said glass shroud extends 

in the circumferential direction on both the lateral sides of said light emitting tube to positions 
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that horizontally coincide in level with a an uppermost position of said front end sealed portion 
of said light emitting tube. 

14. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim 8, wherein said first light blocking 
portion is disposed in the circumferential direction over a whole circumference of at least on e of 
said are light emitting tube and said glass shroud . 

15. (Currently Amended) A discharge bulb, comprising: 

an arc tube fixedly positioned and forwardly elongating from an insulating base 
positioned behind said arc tube i, the arc tube comprising: a ceramic, straight, and cylindrical 
light emitting tube position e d in said arc tub e and having sealed end portions to form an enclosed 
space therein; and electrodes opposingly disposed in said light emitting tube, where -wherein said 
enclosed space is filled with a light emitting substance and a starting rare gas; and 

means for positioning a hot zone of a luminous distribution at a cutoff line of said 
luminous distribution, and substantially reducing a glare light output. 

16. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim 15, wherein: 

said means for positioning and substantially reducing comprising: comprises a strip- 
shaped first light blocking portion disposed e» at a first portion of said are light emitting tube 
that corresponds to at least a rear one of the sealed end portions of said light emitting tube ?; and 
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wh e r e in said first light blocking portion extends , in a circumferential direction, over at 
least a pr e d e t e rmin e d range from an upper side in a circumferential direction to both lateral sides 
of said light emitting tube. 

17. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb according to claim 16, wherein: 

said means for positioning and substantially reducing further comprising: comprises a 
second light blocking portion position e d disposed on a second portion of said light emitting tube 
that corresponds corresponding to sakl a_front one of the e nd-sealed portion end portions of said 
light emitting tube ?; and 

in at l e ast one of said arc tub e and said glass shroud, wh e r e in said second light blocking 
portion extends , in a circumferential direction, over at least a predetermin e d range from a lower 
side in the circumferential direction to both of said lateral sides of said light emitting tube . 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim 46 17, wherein: 

said second light blocking portion is form e d in has a predetermin e d widt h, in an axial 
direction of the light emitting tube, from th e second position at least corresponding to a width, in 
the axial direction, of said front sealed end p ortion of said light emitting tub e, up to a maximum 
width substantially at a tip e nd of corr e sponding one of said e loctrod e s,i and wh e r e in 

said first light blocking portion is form e d in has a predetermin e d width , in the axial 
direction, from the first position at least corresponding to a width, in the axial direction, of said 
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rear sealed end p ortion of said light emitting tub e, up to a maximum width substantially at a tip 
end of corr e sponding on e of said e l e ctrod e s . 

19. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim 16, wherein: 

said first light blocking portion on a rear e nd sid e of at least on e of said arc tub e and said 
glass shroud extends in the circumferential directio n on both the lateral sides of said light 
emitting tube to positions that horizontally coincide in level with an ajowermost position of said 
rear end sealed portion of said light emitting tube^ 

said second light blocking portion on a front end sid e of at least on e of said arc tub e and 
said glass shroud extends in the circumferential direction on both the lateral sides of said light 
emitting tube to positions that horizontally coincide in level with a an_uppermost position of said 
front end sealed portion of said light emitting tube^ and 

said first light blocking portion is disposed in the circumferential direction over a whole 
circumference of at least on e of said are light emitting tub e and said glass shroud . 

20. (Currently Amended) The discharge bulb of claim 16, further comprising^ an 
ultraviolet-ray blocking glass shroud surrounding said light emitting tub e and positioned around 
said arc tube, wh e r e in, in at l e ast one of said arc tube and said glass shroud . 
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